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Mathematics
Message froM the Chair

graduate students are the next generation of mathematical 
scientists and academics, whose training is the goal of our 
graduate program. contributions of graduate students, like 
those of the faculty, underlie all of our work: they serve as 
teaching assistants (tas) in undergraduate courses, partici-
pate in outreach activities and, as they make progress in 
our program, become active researchers. you will find in 
this newsletter reports on last year’s activities and successes 
such as new vigre and gK-12 grants, a striking increase 
in the number of math majors, our most recent win in the 
mathematical contest in modeling, and the award of the 
2004 Dean’s medal in science to terri moore.

the typical ph.D. in mathematics takes five to six years to 
complete and presents unique challenges. there are rela-
tively few graduate fellowships or research assistantships 
in mathematics; the student serves as a ta for most of the 
time. During the first year, the student has to adapt to  
working as a ta while learning a large amount of core 
graduate mathematics. then one has to choose a research 
area, choose a ph.D. advisor and make the transition into 
research. finally, there is the task of becoming an indepen-
dent researcher. Despite these challenges, or perhaps because 
of them, it is often an exciting and rewarding experience 
—it certainly was for me—as one goes from studying  
advanced mathematics to functioning as an independent  
researcher. the article by our graduate program Director, 
tom Duchamp, describes how we advise and support  
students as they meet the challenges.

in recognition of these challenges, the Division of math-
ematical sciences at the national science foundation 
introduced the vigre program. the Uw was among the 
first group to be awarded a vigre grant five years ago.  
our application for a second grant placed at the top of this 

year’s vigre competition on the basis of our achievements, 
particularly in graduate education and research. our new 
five-year vigre grant will fund eight to ten graduate  
fellowships during each year of funding.

recruitment of excellent students is essential for the success 
of our program. at the Uw, we face the problem that ta 
salaries lag behind those of our competition. four years ago 
our department introduced a “support plan” that guarantees 
almost every incoming ph.D. student a supplementary  
stipend for five years, subject to satisfactory academic prog-
ress. the plan relies on resources made available to us on a 
year-to-year basis by a diverse collection of supporters such 
as the arcs foundation, microsoft and the Uw graduate 
school. vigre fellowships have been a critical component. 
the task facing us, as we enjoy another five years of vigre 
support, is to put in place permanent sources of funding  
that will enable us to continue the support plan when the 
grant expires.

the department has worked hard during the past seven years 
to build a vigorous graduate program. our graduate students 
are smart and dedicated and, as they train in our program to 
become working mathematicians, make vital contributions 
to every element of the department’s mission. we are very 
proud of them.

— Selim Tuncel
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New Faculty 
this year the department hired six faculty members, three 
of whom are new to the department, and three of whom 
were here last year in other positions. 

Donna calhoun (acting assistant professor), ph.D. Uni-
versity of washington, 1999. professor calhoun stud-
ies numerical methods for partial differential equations, 
including problems in complex geometry, and problems 
using general quadrilateral and hexahedral grids. 

matthew conroy (lecturer), ph.D. University of colorado, 
Boulder, 1997. professor conroy was a part-time lecturer 
here last year. 

Amer iqbal (assistant professor, not pictured), ph.D. mas-
sachusetts institute of technology, 2000. professor iqbal 
works in string theory. 

Alexandra nichifor (lecturer), ph.D. University of wash-
ington, 2004. professor nichifor works in algebraic number 
theory; she was a graduate student here last year. 

isabella novik (assistant professor), ph.D. hebrew Univer-
sity, 1999. professor novik works in geometric combina-
torics; she was an acting assistant professor here last year.

Byung-Geun Oh (acting assistant professor), ph.D. purdue 
University, 2004. professor oh works in geometric function 
theory.  

Visitors 
each year, the Department welcomes many visitors.these 
visitors, who come for varying periods of time, teach classes 
and participate in our seminars and research. they make 
significant contributions to the life of the Department. these 
visitors come from all over the world, and this attests to the 
international nature of mathematics and to the Department’s 
attractiveness as a center of mathematical research and 
teaching. many visitors come for only a few days or a week, 
but some stay for a quarter or more. 

here is a list of this year’s long-term visitors: 

Gleb Dyatlov, visiting assistant professor (autumn,  
winter), visiting from novosibirsk state University and  
the sobolev institute of mathematics. professor Dyatlov 
studies inverse problems. 

maxim myslivets, visiting assistant professor (autumn, 
winter), visiting from Krasnoyarsk state University.  
professor myslivets does research in complex analysis. 

Karoly Simon, visiting associate professor (winter, spring), 
visiting from the technical University of Budapest.   
professor simon studies dynamical systems. 

nikolaos Tziolas, visiting assistant professor (autumn, 
winter), visiting from the University of crete. professor  
tziolas does research in algebraic geometry. 

Jeong-Yup lee, nserc post-doc, ph.D. University of 
alberta, 2004. professor lee studies aperiodic order and 
mathematical quasicrystals.  

Byung-Geun OhIsabella NovikAlexandra Nichifor Matthew ConroyDonna Calhoun
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rekha thomas has broad ranging interests in mathemat-
ics.  after getting her ph.D. in operations research under the 
direction of Bernd sturmfels, she spent time as a postdoctoral 
fellow working with the well-known economist herbert scarf.  
currently, thomas is interested in combinatorial problems 
related to algebra and geometry. in particular, thomas re-
searches problems that lie at the intersection of discrete 
optimization, computational algebra and polytopal geometry. 
her recent works focus on the combinatorics of toric hilbert 
schemes (with maclagan), algebraic shifting (with Babson and 
novik) and the complexity of groebner bases (with Babson 
and onn and with o’shea). she has been involved in develop-
ing software for problems in computational algebra with  
anders Jensen; these packages are available on her  
web site for other researchers in the field. thomas  
is actively advising three ph.D. candidates: edwin  
o’shea, tristram Bogart and anders Jensen. 

— SArA BilleY  

faCULtY exCeLLeNCe aWards 
Faculty Excellence Award selections are made by the Executive Committee of the department. While the decision 
is based primarily on research excellence, teaching and service contributions are also taken into account. There are 
always a large number of deserving colleagues; the committee often (but not always) gives preference to assistant 
and associate professors. You will find below brief descriptions of the work of this year’s Faculty Excellence Award 
recipients, Sándor Kovács and Rekha Thomas.

of general type, especially moduli spaces that arise as spaces 
parametrizing families of surfaces, and singularities. the  
impact and quality of his work has been widely recognized. 
he received a centennial research fellowship from the 
american mathematical society in 1998, a national science 
foundation career award in 2001, and a sloan fellowship in 
2002. when not doing mathematics, sándor plays basketball 
and rows. he has recently taken up yoga, and in that context 
one is reminded of one of the most famous recent results in 
algebraic geometry, mori’s Bend and Break theorem. let’s 
hope that is not an omen. sándor is married to tímea tihanyi, 
an artist and sculptress working in ceramics and other media, 
whom he met in Budapest. 

— PAul SmiTh  

 sándor Kovács is an algebraic  
 geometer. when he was an undergraduate  
 at eötvös University, the cradle for  
 hungarian mathematicians, sándor  
 discovered his fascination with the   
 interaction between algebra and geometry  
 while studying fulton’s book “algebraic 
 curves”. at around that time he met  
 János Kollár, another hungarian, then 
teaching at the University of Utah, and told him of his in-
terest in algebraic geometry. when Kollár returned to Utah, 
he sent sándor a letter suggesting some exercises he might 
tackle. so began a long-distance, pre-email, correspon-
dence, with sándor sending solutions and Kollár sending 
corrections, feedback, and a new list of problems after a 
delay of several weeks. after he completed his undergradu-
ate degree in Budapest, sándor followed Kollár to Utah, and 
under Kollár’s guidance received his ph.D. in 1995. after 
graduating, sándor held positions at mit and the Univer-
sity of chicago. algebraic geometry has been a central part 
of mathematics since the time of the greeks, and although 
several members of our department are consumers of  
algebraic geometry, we were without a genuine practitioner. 
we had recognized this gap, and had wanted to fill it for 
some time. we had the good fortune to hire sándor in 2000, 
and his impact on our department has been considerable.  
he has attracted half a dozen good graduate students, and 
has taught several well-attended courses and run a number 
of lively seminars on a wide range of algebraic geometric 
topics. sándor has also started up the pacific northwest 
algebraic geometry seminar in collaboration with other 
mathematicians at the Universities of British columbia 
and oregon. he has been deeply involved in the summer 
institute in mathematics at the University of washing-
ton (simUw) for talented high school students. sándor’s 
research concerns higher dimensional algebraic varieties 
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the luncheon honoring the math Department’s undergradu-
ate award winners for 2003-4 was held on may 25 in the 
University of washington club (formerly known as the fac-
ulty club). as usual, awards were given to both continuing 
students and graduating seniors. 

the winners of the Dumas awards for excellence in honors 
calculus were Jeffrey eaton and nicholas reichert. Jeffrey 
eaton, the winner of the award for outstanding student in 
first year honors calculus, was a Uw academy student; he 
is now a regular student and is currently in the second year 
honors calculus sequence. nicholas reichert was the winner 
of the award for outstanding student in second year honors 
calculus; he was also an early entrance student. nick par-
ticipated in professor morrow’s reU program this past sum-
mer and plans on competing in the mathematical modeling 
contest this year. 

the winners of the gullicksen awards for outstanding 
juniors in mathematics were sheng-fong (simon) pai and 
michael gaul. simon also won the award—for the third 
consecutive time—given to the Uw student scoring high-
est on the putnam exam, a nationwide undergraduate 
math competition. this year, he is writing a senior thesis in 
computer science and is planning to participate once more 
in the mathematical modeling contest (and presumably the 
putnam). michael gaul is currently taking graduate courses 
in both algebra and complex analysis. the winners of the 
awards for outstanding graduating seniors in mathematics 
were ian walls, Joel adriance, adam wilson, caleb white, 

aleksandr (sasha) aravkin, and tracy lovejoy.  ian walls 
won the award for outstanding B.a. liberal arts major; 
he completed the mathematics-philosophy option and is 
planning a trip to europe followed by a return to school  
to study computing. the winner of the award for out-
standing B.a. in the teacher preparation option was Joel 
adriance, who is now in the teacher education program at 
the Uw seeking certification and a master’s Degree. caleb 
white was named the outstanding acms major, and he is 
now studying for a ph.D. in economics at the University of 
wisconsin. also studying for doctorates are sasha aravkin 
and tracy lovejoy, the outstanding graduates in the B.s. 
comprehensive option. they are both at the Uw: sasha in 
mathematics and tracy in physics. they also each served 
as a ta in summer programs here—sasha for simUw and 
tracy in professor morrow’s reU. finally, adam wilson 
was named the outstanding graduating senior in the B.s. 
standard option; he also earned a degree in technical 
writing and is now working for microsoft.

Jennifer french was awarded a phelps fellowship, which 
allowed her to participate in the reU here. she is now 
taking graduate courses in differential geometry and real 
analysis in addition to being the ta for first year honors 
calculus. she too plans to participate in the mathematical 
modeling competition. 

other math students were recognized for winning awards 
from outside the department. aravkin, lovejoy, and casey 
schneider-mizell were the members of the championship 
math modeling team (see separate article), noah giansir-
acusa won a goldwater scholarship, and terri moore won 
a Dean’s medal. noah participated in the reU here and is 
now a ta for second year honors calculus, and terri is a 
math graduate student at the University of nebraska.

— eThAn DevinATz  

Undergraduate Awards 
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the fifth annual graduate awards ceremony, honoring 
outstanding graduate students in mathematics who received 
awards and fellowships during the past year, was held on 
november 17, 2004 in the Uw club. mathematics students 
received a number of fellowships and other awards, includ-
ing six academic excellence awards, two teaching excel-
lence awards, two achievement rewards for college scien-
tists (arcs) fellowships, two mcfarlan fellowships, ten ver-
tical integration grants for research and education (vigre) 
fellowships, a graduate opportunity research assistantship 
(go-map award), five top scholar awards sponsored by the 
graduate school, and two microsoft scholar awards.

the academic excellence award recognizes outstanding 
performance in core graduate mathematics courses and the 
ph.D. qualifying exams. academic excellence awards were 
presented to Zsuzsanna Dancso, Joshua Kantor, travis Kopp, 
leo tzou, Ursula whitcher, and troy winfree.  the excel-
lence in teaching award is given each fall to two of our 
teaching assistants for outstanding teaching performance in 
undergraduate mathematics courses.  this year’s excellence 
in teaching awardees are Juliet anderson and Keir lock-
ridge.  in addition to a certificate, each excellence award 
includes a supplementary academic stipend, funded by en-
dowments created by carl B. allendoerfer, Z. william Birn-
baum, and edwin hewitt, all of whom were distinguished 
mathematicians and members of the Department. 

sunil chebolu and pablo shmerkin are this year’s mcfarlan 
fellows. the mcfarlan fellowship program, which began in 
1992, provides support for graduate students through the in-
come on a bequest given for this purpose by the late profes-
sor lee mcfarlan of the mathematics Department.

two of our entering students, robert Bradshaw and mi-
chael cecil, were awarded achievement rewards for college 
scientists (arcs) foundation fellowships this year, bringing 

to six the total number of arcs fellowships currently held 
by mathematics students.  the arcs foundation is a na-
tional organization of women who raise funds for fellowships 
in science, medicine and engineering.  arcs fellowships 
are $15,000 awards, funded over three years at the level of 
$5,000 annually. 

microsoft scholar awards were given to two entering stu-
dents, Julia eaton and Jacob lewis.  these $20,000 awards,  
in the form of yearly supplementary stipends of $5,000 for 
four years, are funded by a gift from microsoft corporation.

ariana Dundon is the recipient of a graduate opportunity 
research assistantship, sponsored by the graduate opportu-
nity and minority achievement program (go-map), for the 
purpose of bringing outstanding women and minority can-
didates to our ph.D. program.  the award provides support, 
without teaching duties, during three academic quarters. top 
scholar awards are recruitment awards made available by the 
graduate school to help with the recruitment of outstanding 
applicants.  this year’s top scholar awardees are aleksandr 
aravkin, Jonathan cross, emily fragerstrom, ian langmore, 
Kurt luoto, and Dustin moody. 

ten mathematics graduate students are vigre fellows this 
year.  vigre fellowships are funded by a grant from the 
vigre program of the national science foundation.  each 
award provides fellowship support, without teaching duties, 
during two academic quarters and the summer.  eric Ba-
huaud, tristram Bogart, christopher hanusa, Dylan helliwell, 
Brant Jones, Kris Kissel, Joan lind, Karl schwede, David 
white, and catherine williams are this year’s vigre fellows. 

— TOm DuchAmP

Fifth Annual Graduate Awards Ceremony 
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“it is now cool to major in mathematics!” says one Uw 
undergraduate. a major reason is the multitude of activities 
funded by a grant from the national science foundation  
under their program called vigre (vertical integration grants 
for research and education). 

in 1999 the Uw mathematics Department, in collaboration 
with the Departments of applied mathematics and statistics, 
was awarded one of the first six vigre awards. the results of 
this $2.5m grant have been impressive: the number of math-
ematical sciences majors has increased by nearly 100%, 24 
undergraduate research projects were funded last year alone, 
and the departments sponsored five vigre postdoctoral fel-
lows. graduate students organized vigre forums to learn 
about job search strategies, how to get a paper published, and 
how to establish a successful career in their first job. 

Undergraduates, graduate students, postdocs and faculty 
cooperated in vigre projects ranging from statistical aspects 
of weather forecasting to writing scheduling software for 
the mathematics study center, doing in seconds what used 
to take days. many students helped local middle and high 
school classes with mathematics tutoring.  intense student 
involvement in these vigre projects is transforming lives 
across all three departments. 

UW Wins $3.9M VIGRE Award from the National Science Foundation 

as our first vigre grant drew to a close this past year, 
we worked together to develop ideas for a new vigre 
proposal. the competition was intense: 29 major research 
universities submitted proposals this year; nine of these 
universities were selected for comprehensive site visits 
by the nsf, including the Uw. at our site visit, groups of 
undergraduates, graduate students, postdocs, and faculty 
all described the accomplishments of our first grant, and 
what exciting new things we wanted to do with con-
tinued funding. one new direction was to integrate our 
vigre activities with the canadian universities making 
up the pacific institute of mathematical sciences. when 
the results came in, the Uw was rated the top proposal! 
this resulted in a second five-year vigre award, this time 
for $3.9m, which will support even more undergraduate 
projects and graduate fellowships. the Uw and the other 
Uw (University of wisconsin) are the only mathematics 
departments with consecutive vigre awards. 

our new vigre grant will help us attract top students to 
our graduate program, get more undergraduates actively 
involved in team-based projects, and provide travel funds 
for both undergraduates and graduate students to par-
ticipate in workshops and conferences. combined with 
other innovative educational directions, the mathematics 
Department has become a national model for high quality 
student programs. 

— DOuG linD

for the third year in a row, a math major has been named the 
Dean’s medalist in the sciences: terri moore is the medalist 
for 2004. (Jeff giansiracusa was the medalist in 2003, and 
thomas carlson in 2002.) terri graduated magna cum laude 
with a double major in mathematics and computer science.  
while she was a student here, she did research in both fields.  
she spent some time abroad, as part of the Budapest semesters 
in mathematics program. she participated in reU (research 

experiences for Undergraduates) programs at trinity  
University in san antonio during the summers of 2002 
and 2003, and wrote several papers as a result. she  
continued this research in a vigre-funded project at  
the Uw in the winter and spring of 2004. she is now  
attending graduate school in mathematics at the  
University of nebraska. 

— JOhn PAlmieri

Terri Moore Wins Dean’s Medal 
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a three-member team of University of washington students 
has again been declared outstanding winners in the math-
ematical contest in modeling. of this year’s 599 participating 
teams, only seven, including one from the Uw, were judged to 
be outstanding winners. in addition, two other Uw teams were 
declared meritorious (top 10%). we have had four winning 
teams in the last three years. 

the winning team members are tracy lovejoy of Kenmore, 
sasha aravkin of Bothell and casey schneider-mizell of 
olympia. all were seniors and double majors: tracy and 
casey in math and physics; sasha, who is now a first year 
math grad student at the Uw, in math and computer science. 
casey is now a graduate student in physics at the University 
of michigan, and tracy is a graduate student in physics at the 
Uw. last year the Uw had two outstanding winners, and the 
year before, one team won. in a way, the Uw had a second 
win this year, since the winning team from oxford University 
was advised by Jeff giansiracusa, who was twice on winning 
teams as an undergrad at the Uw. 

the contest began at 5 p.m. on february 5, when officials 
posted two problems on the web. the teams had until 5 p.m. 
on february 9 (96 hours) to select one problem and devise 
a solution. competitors could access sources on the web or 
in the library, but could not consult with anyone outside 
their team. one problem involved mathematically assessing 
how unique fingerprints are, and the other dealt with lines 

at amusement parks, the problem being to find a way to 
issue “quick-passes” in a fair way to allow customers to 
avoid long waits in line. 

casey, sasha, and tracy chose the quick-pass problem. 
their solution was an application of the idea of a Kalman 
filter, a concept that sasha learned about in computer 
science. they gathered some of their data by observing 
the waiting times at subway in the hUB. it is important 
for students to draw on non-standard and original ideas 
in the solution of the mcm problems. the team that chose 
to work on fingerprints used the idea of voronoi tessel-
lations, surely not something that would occur to most 
undergrads. another Uw team that worked on the quick-
pass problem used ideas from economics. 

all of the teams were a bit nervous since there was a tra-
dition of winning the contest and they didn’t want to fall 
short of that standard. this year’s contestants might also 
feel the pressure, but there are many good candidates and 
we hope to do quite well. information on the local teams, 
including copies of the winning papers, is available at  
http://www.math.washington.edu/~morrow/mcm/mcm.html  

— Jim mOrrOw  

Math Modeling Contest 
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the following students completed their doctorates in math 
during the academic year 2003-2004: 

Jason chen. his advisor was paul tseng, and his thesis 
title was “merit functions and nonsmooth functions for the 
second-order cone complementarity problem.” he is now an 
assistant professor at national taiwan normal University.

rebekah hahn. her advisor was steve mitchell, and her the-
sis title was “K(1)-local iwasawa theory.” she teaches at the 
lynnwood campus of central washington University.  

rob hladky. his advisor was Jack lee, and his thesis title 
was “Boundary regularity of the neumann problem for the 
Kohn laplacian on the heisenberg group.” he holds a John 
wesley young research instructorship at Dartmouth.

Panki Kim. his advisor was Zhen-Qing chen, and his thesis 
title was “potential theory for stable processes.” he holds a 
Doob research assistant professorship at the University of 
illinois, Urbana-champaign. 

David maxwell. his advisor was Dan pollack, and his thesis 
title was “initial data for black holes and rough spacetimes.”  
he is an assistant professor at the University of alaska, 
fairbanks. 

Daniel meyer. his advisor was steffen rohde, and his thesis 
title was “melting snowballs.” he holds a t. h. hildebrandt 
assistant professorship at the University of michigan. 

Alexandra nichifor. her advisor was ralph greenberg,  
and her thesis title was “iwasawa theory for elliptic curves 
with cyclic isogenies.” she is now a lecturer at the Univer-
sity of washington. 

stUdeNt aNd aLUMNi NeWs

michal Skokan. his advisor was gunther Uhlmann, and 
his thesis title was “regularity of ghosts of geodesic x-ray 
transform.” 

Jason Swanson. his advisor was chris Burdzy, and his 
thesis title was “variations of stochastic processes: alterna-
tive approaches.” he is now an assistant professor at the 
University of wisconsin. 

michael van Opstall. his advisor was sándor Kovács, and 
his thesis title was “some stable degenerations and applica-
tions to moduli.” he is an assistant professor at the Univer-
sity of Utah. 

Below is a list of those who finished their work at the Uw 
with a master’s degree in mathematics, with each student’s 
advisor listed in parentheses: 

michael Bakkemo (eric Babson) 

catherine Darrow (Branko grünbaum) 

Anne Garrison (Judith arms) 

Jim Kelly (John sylvester) 

Jacob mannix (steve mitchell) 

Tracey marsh (Jack lee) 

Younggu moon (paul tseng) 

Swati Sircar (chris Burdzy) 

rosalie Tepper (sara Billey)

Recent Degree Recipients
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this year’s entering class of 16 ph.D. and 6 master’s  
students brings our current graduate enrollment to 82,  
including 73 ph.D. and 9 master’s students, 17 women,  
and 23 international students representing 13 nationalities. 
our graduate students are as talented and enthusiastic as 
any that i have seen since i arrived at the Uw twenty-five 
years ago. 

to successfully compete for these top students with other 
leading universities, we need a well-designed recruitment 
and support plan, and careful mentoring and advising to 
facilitate the difficult transitions from college to graduate 
school, from course-work to reading current research  
papers, and finally from reading papers to doing research  
in mathematics.

we began to formulate our current recruitment and reten-
tion plan in 1997 when it became apparent that our old 
strategy was not working. since then, we have instituted a 
number of changes to our program, which, together with 
other factors, are responsible for our success. for example, 
we revised our evaluation procedure for applicants. the 
graduate admissions committee reads each application and 
scores it on a four-point scale, with a score of 3.5 or above 
for applicants whom the committee judges to be exception-
ally strong. students rated in this top group are routinely 
recruited by leading universities such as the University of 
michigan and Uc Berkeley. we use funds from the graduate 
school together with internal departmental funds to bring 
our top candidates here for visits. our own students are the 
best publicity for our program, so each visiting applicant is 
hosted by an advanced graduate student. 

another major change is the development of a support plan  
guaranteeing adequate financial support to our top students; 
this is a critical component of our recruitment efforts. these 
efforts are working: this year for the first time, everyone 
in our entering ph.D. class was rated 3.5 or above by the 
admissions committee. 

our advising and mentoring program is also the result of a 
multi-year effort. we have designed a three-day orientation 
program for new students and teaching assistants. each new 
student meets individually with the graduate program  
coordinator, is given an introduction to our graduate pro-

gram, and participates in a ta training program. in addi-
tion, each student is mentored by an experienced ta during 
her/his first quarter of teaching.

mentoring and advising continues throughout our program.  
each student is assigned a preliminary advisor who helps  
to map out the student’s course of study. to ensure that  
students get sound advice, we have compiled a “handbook 
for advisors and instructors of first year students.” the 
graduate program coordinator meets annually with every 
student during each of the first three years of study. 

our system of three preliminary examinations is designed to 
encourage a smooth and timely transition from course-work 
to research. students can enroll in summer tutorial sessions 
designed to prepare them for the prelims, which are given in 
mid-september of each year. strong performance in any one 
of our five “core courses” can be used in lieu of one exam, 
and those students who have passed two exams and estab-
lished a research focus can choose an “oral prelim option” 
in place of their third exam. although we expect our doc-
toral students to complete prelims by the beginning of their 
third year, this year the majority of our second year students 
have already completed them.

the department sponsors numerous activities designed to  
acquaint students with current research in mathematics as 
well as with current topics related to the profession. in  
addition to regular colloquia, formal and informal seminars, 
and reading groups, graduate students organize the current 
problems seminar where faculty and advanced graduate  
students discuss their own research. this year the department 
received funds from the University’s aDvance program to 
sponsor a series of visits by well known women mathema-
ticians. in addition to formal talks, the department spon-
sors lunches with colloquium and aDvance speakers, and 
“brown-bag lunches” to discuss issues related to the teach-
ing of mathematics. approximately twice each quarter the 
department sponsors an informal dinner where a small  
group of students and faculty meet to explore ways to  
improve our graduate program. 

— TOm DuchAmP

The State of the Graduate Program  

�



�0

stUdeNt aNd aLUMNi NeWs

the national science foundation supports research experi-
ences for Undergraduates in various disciplines at selected 
universities. readers of this newsletter are familiar with  
the fact that the University of washington mathematics 
Department has had an reU site since 1988, directed by  
Jim morrow. the students in the program are talented 
undergraduates selected in a competitive process from 
universities throughout the United states; in summer 2004, 
students came from the University of washington, Brandeis 
University, University of indiana, caltech, lsU, illinois 
institute of technology, University of chicago, and western 
illinois University. the program is nationally recognized; an 
article about the program appeared in the september 2004 
issue of Math Horizons. 

in 2004, the nsf vigre grant supported two tas and four 
additional Uw undergraduate student participants, and for 
the first time the Bob and elaine phelps scholarship was 
awarded to support one more Uw student, bringing the 
total number of undergraduates in the program to thirteen, 
the largest number ever to participate in our reU. 

the students work on projects in the general area of 
“inverse problems for electrical networks.” after a week 
of lectures and reading, students start their own research.  
students make interim oral reports and eventually write a 
research paper with their problem solution. sometimes the 
work is of the quality to appear in journals and be reported 
at national meetings. 

please visit our reU web site, http://www.math.washington.

edu/~reu/. this website contains an archive of past papers 
written by reU students, plus photos of the participants  
 and other information. 

— JiM MorroW

the applied and computational mathematical sciences 
program continuesto be a focal point of interdisciplinary 
activity across the mathematical sciences and across the 
physical and social sciences, as well as across many of the 
colleges within the university. with degree specializations in 
the Biological and life sciences, Discrete mathematics and 
algorithms, engineering and physical sciences, mathemati-
cal economics, operations research, scientific computing, 
social and Behavioral sciences, and statistics, acms  
students can be found throughout campus creating the kind 
of synergy between the mathematical sciences and appli-
cations that will be required to face the challenges of the 
21st century. our students are involved in undergraduate 
research projects in engineering, Biology, education,  
and computer science. the program continues to attract 
some of the top students on campus with many students 
pursuing a double major in their area of application. 

last year the acms program graduated 76 of its 180 majors.  
the success of the program is a testament to the vision and 
creativity of our students as well as to the spirit of coopera-
tion between the four participating mathematical sciences 
departments: mathematics, applied mathematics, computer 
science and engineering, and statistics. indeed, this spirit  
of cooperation extends across the Uw campus. a hallmark 
of the acms program is its success in working together 
with a great variety of programs and individuals through-
out campus to provide balanced interdisciplinary programs 
for our students. we go forward into 2005 with the goals 
of opening up more upper-level courses to ourstudents and 
continuing the development of streamlined double majors 
with client departments. 

— Jim BurKe

REU Program at the UW ACMS Program 
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the number of mathematics majors reached 300 at the 
end of the 2003-04 academic year. this is a striking 
increase from 205 majors at the end of 2002-03, and 153 
at the end of 2001-02. 

the number of acms majors has been stable for several 
years at a little below the program cap of 200. there 
were 180 acms majors at the end of 2003-04. the 
combined figure of 480 for the mathematics and acms 
undergraduate degree programs represents a near-dou-
bling of the combined number of 245 at the end of the 
1998-99 academic year. 

95 degrees in mathematics and 75 degrees in acms 
were awarded in June 2004, up from 72 and 67 the year 
before. the combined figure of 170 is also a near-dou-
bling of the 90 degrees awarded in the two programs in 
1998-99. the graph below gives annual totals for the last 
ten academic years.

starting this year, we are including items about our 
alumni in the newsletter. please send us any inter-
esting information, and we will try to include it  
next year.  

Shizu lee (B.a., 1997) is in the ph.D. program in 
economics at Ucla. “what i particularly liked about 
math was that once in a while there were problems 
that i just could not solve, and after spending hours 
and hours thinking about them, i was able to solve 
them. i really liked the feeling of being lost in my 
thoughts and the immense satisfaction i would get 
when i was finally able to solve the problems.” 

Kathy Temple (B.s. and Uw president’s medalist, 
1999) is working on a ph.D. thesis in mathematics at 
the University of wisconsin; her field of specialty is 
probability. about her experience with Uw mathe-
matics, Kathy says that she “really appreciated that i 
felt a part of the department, which gave me a home 
within the university.” 

Thomas carlson (B.s. and Dean's medalist, 2002)  
is now enrolled in the master of Divinity program 
at trinity evangelical Divinity school (teDs), and is 
almost halfway through his degree program. thomas 
says, “even though i’m not involved in a math-driv-
en profession at present, i appreciate my math major 
for teaching me careful reasoning and analytical 
skills, which are extremely important when one is 
exploring theology and its implications for life.” 

ernie esser (B.s., 2003) was a member in our model 
contest winning teams in 2002 and 2003, and is 
now a math graduate student at Ucla. he came 
back last summer to give a lecture at simUw. 

lauren Sandven (m.a., 2003) just started in a  
tenure-track faculty position at shoreline commu-
nity college. 

mike Story (m.s., 2004) now has a temporary  
associate faculty position at shoreline.
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our 2004-2005 milliman lecturer, professor luis caffarelli, 
is scheduled to visit our department and deliver three lec-
tures during the week of february 7-11, 2005. 

professor caffarelli holds one of the four sid w. richardson 
foundation regents chairs in the Department of mathemat-
ics at the University of texas in austin.  he is also affili-
ated with the texas institute for computational engineering 
and sciences. professor caffarelli is a leader in the field of 
partial differential equations and their applications. he is 
one of the most original mathematicians working in this 
area; his deep insights and absolutely unique intuition have 
transformed the field. his ideas have become the foundation 
upon which the fields of fully non-linear partial differential 
equations and free boundary problems are based.   

luis caffarelli received his ph.D. from the University of 
Buenos aires in 1972. he came to the states as a postdoc-
toral fellow at the University of minnesota in 1973, where 
he became a full professor in 1979. over the last 25 years, 
he has been a professor at the courant institute at nyU, at 
the University of chicago, and at the University of texas in 
austin. from 1986 to 1996 he was a permanent faculty at 
the institute for advanced study in princeton.   

over the last 30 years his mathematical activity has been 
centered around two very broad questions: existence and 
regularity (i.e. the degree of smoothness) of solutions for 
non-linear partial differential equations, and free bound-
ary regularity for elliptic and parabolic problems. among 
his major contributions to the first question are deep results 
concerning fluid flows and the introduction and successful 
implementation of convexity methods, as well as the more 
recent use of homogenization techniques to study fully 
nonlinear differential equations. caffarelli’s work in free 
boundary problems constitutes the foundation upon which 

the field was built. free boundary problems arise naturally 
in physics and engineering: the free boundary may appear 
as the interface between a fluid and the air, or water and 
ice. for example, in the filtration problem, which studies 
how water filtrates from a dam made of a porous medium 
(say earth), the free boundary separates the wet part from 
the dry part. caffarelli often proceeds by modeling physi-
cal problems to show that mathematically sound solutions 
exist, then proving the regularity of such solutions.   

as a recognition for his leading role in the field, caffarelli 
was elected to the american academy of arts and sciences 
in 1986 and to the national academy of sciences in 1991. 
among the many honors and awards he has received are 
Doctorate honoris causa from École normale superieure 
in paris, from Universidad autónoma de madrid and from 
Universidad de la plata, argentina. he received the stam-
pacchia prize in 1982, the Bocher prize in 1984, and the 
gold Xi plus medal in 1988. he was a plenary lecturer at 
the international congress of mathematicians in Beijing, 
china in 2002. he delivered the fermi lectures at the 
scuola normale de pisa in 1998, and the morse lectures at 
the institute for advanced study. he was also an invited 
lecturer to the american mathematical society centennial 
celebration.   

the main characteristics that make caffarelli such a unique 
member of the mathematical community are his intuition, 
his originality, and his generosity both with his time and 
his ideas. By sharing his ideas in a one-on-one basis with 
the younger generations, he has planted the seeds of a 
booming field.

— TATiAnA TOrO  

The Milliman Lectures 
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the fifteenth annual mathday will be held on the cam-
pus of the University of washington on march 21, 2005. 
on that day 1,200 high school students and teachers from 
around the state will attend lectures and panel discussions, 
participate in hands-on activities, and go on field trips to 
labs on the campus. students come from all over the state 
of washington, and in recent years we have always had 
representatives from the state of idaho. the first mathday 
was held in 1991. this year the plenary speaker will be our 
own sándor Kovács, and he will speak on “the mathemat-
ics of internet security.” guest lecturers will include Zelda 
Zabinsky (industrial engineering); millie Johnson (mathe-
matics, wwU); cliff mass (astronomy, Uw); carl Bergstrom 
(Biology, Uw); peter hoff (statistics, Uw); sara Billey, matt 
Kahle, and Zack treisman (mathematics, Uw); and others 
not yet confirmed. in 2004 there were more than twenty 
activities and field trips. there is a website, http://www.math.

washington.edu/~morrow/mathday.html, which will be updated 
with current information. Undergraduate students, gradu-
ate students, staff, and faculty contribute to the success of 
this exciting, educational day in which students learn about 
the uses of mathematics in academic research and industrial 
research and development. mathday is partially supported 
by donations from two anonymous donors and wells fargo.  
the wells fargo donation supports students from underrep-
resented public schools in the seattle and tacoma area.   

— Jim mOrrOw  

this year, there will be two special series of math talks 
within the usual departmental colloquium.   

The ADvAnce colloquium Series: this series of talks by 
distinguished women mathematicians is supported by Uw’s 
aDvance grant from the nsf. the main purpose of these 
talks is to showcase high quality research by a diverse set of 
female mathematicians. the visits include a strong men-
toring component for students and faculty.  each speaker 
will visit for several days and give an introductory talk for 
graduate students on monday and the colloquium talk on 
tuesday. the speakers scheduled thus far are angela gibney 
(University of pennsylvania, november 9), sun-yung alice 
chang (princeton University, november 23), yvonne cho-
quet-Bruhat (faculté des sciences de paris and l’Université 
pierre et marie curie, february 15) and Ulrike tillman (ox-
ford University, april 5).   

Great ideas Series: continuing from last year, this series 
features expository talks by Uw faculty that explain an 
important idea or open problem in mathematics to a wide 
audience. there were six talks in this series last year: Jerry 
folland, steffen rohde, anne greenbaum, Dan pollack, 
sándor Kovács and steve mitchell. this year we will have 
four talks in this series: Boris solomyak (november 30), eric 
Babson (march 8), gunther Uhlmann (april 26), and Krzysz-
tof Burdzy (may 31).   

the full colloquium schedule can be seen at  
http://www.math.washington.edu/seminars/coll.php   

— reKhA ThOmAS

Math Department Colloquium   Mathday   
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as many of you are aware, these are stirring times in K-12 
mathematics education. the pressures are great and so is 
some of the progress. one notable characteristic is that the 
richer the mathematics that is being tried, the heavier the 
demands are on the teachers who are doing the trying. with 
that in mind, the nsf instituted gK-12 projects, which take 
graduate students into elementary school classrooms to  
support teachers who are working with strong new curricula. 
here at the University of washington we are in the fourth 
year of such a gK-12 project, run by professor loyce adams 
of the Department of applied mathematics and Dr. ginger 
warfield of the mathematics Department. our first gK-12 
grant was funded for three years, from 2001 to 2004, and we 
recently received a second grant, $2m for the five year period 
2004-2009. this year fourteen Uw graduate students, includ-
ing two from the mathematics Department, are going to 
three central area schools. the project supports the graduate 
students with a seminar, a peer community and some mentor-
time. it supports the teachers with the classroom presence and 
planning time of a person on whose mathematical expertise 
they can rely, and with some workshops. and it supports the 
students of leschi, thurgood marshall, and emerson schools 
by giving them their own private mathematician whom by 
and large they adore! 

— GinGer wArfielD  

the summer institute for mathematics at the University of 
washington (simUw) has completed its second year, and this 
was as successful as the first one. simUw is an exciting pro-
gram for students who have not yet completed their final year 
of high school. it is funded entirely by a generous gift from an 
anonymous couple.  

the second class of twenty-four enthusiastic, talented students 
arrived at the campus of the University of washington on 
June 20, 2004 for a six-week program of classroom activities, 
special lectures, field trips, social activities, and intense inter-
action with faculty, tas, and fellow students. 

the two dozen students from washington, oregon, and British 
columbia studied topics ranging from mathematical ideas in 
scientific computing to higher dimensional geometry in two-
week segments, interspersed with special half-day sessions 
on topics like mathematical reasoning, knot theory, and the 
mathematics of movement. they spent four days each week  
on the two-week topics, and one day on the special sessions. 
most of this time they worked together and with the staff, 
grappling with mathematical problems. on weekends, there 
were planned excursions to museums, science labs, and  
the beach.  

students in the program deepened their understanding and 
appreciation of many active areas of mathematics. they also 
established friendships and contacts that will last long after 
the final session.  

the simUw program is directed by Uw faculty members ron 
irving, sándor Kovács, paul lepore, and Jim morrow. in 2004 
there were six faculty members from the Uw, the University 
of chicago, and microsoft; seven special lecturers from the 
Uw and the University of california at los angeles; and six 
teaching assistants from around the country who also served 
as counselors.  

the original funding for simUw was for two years, which 
ended with this year’s program; however, our generous donors 
have agreed to continue funding for another two years. as 
a result, we are now starting preparations for simUw 2005.  
students from washington, British columbia, oregon, alaska, 
and idaho are encouraged to apply.  

information about the 2005 program will soon appear on the 
simUw website, http://www.math.washington.edu/~simuw/.  

— SánDOr KOvácS  

Math Fairs!

how many people do you meet who would describe mathe-
matics as dreary and/or terrifying?  for most of us the answer 
is “far too many!”  the department is launching a project to 
offset this a bit: math fairs.  a math fair is a family evening 
at which groups of students in an elementary school take 
charge of presenting mathematical games and puzzles, and 
their families and fellow students come play the games and 
work on the puzzles and have a lot of fun.  the first of the 
fairs was at leschi elementary school last spring (a descrip-
tion is at http://www.math.washington.edu/~warfield/news/news117.

html).  this year, with help from the gK-12 project, we are 
working to involve more mathematicians, and to establish a 
template that can be offered to other schools.  one thing is 
for sure — it’s not only the kids who have fun with the fairs!

— GinGer wArfielD

GK-12: UW Grad Students Working 
with Local Schools 

SIMUW 2004  
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Ms. Jarmila abdullah-Wilkinson
Mr. and Mrs. thomas a. adams
Mr. aaron e. alberg
Ms. robyn Lyn aldrich
Mr. and Mrs. Cheol an
Ms. teresa M. anderson
Mr. and Mrs. andrew anschell
dr. and Mrs. Loren N. argabright
Prof. Judith M. arms & Mr. stan sorscher
dr. and Mrs. Charles W. austin
Mr. hazen Porter Babcock
Mr. and Mrs. steven a. Ballmer
Ms. Kathryn Barnett &  Mr. Jeffrey Price
Mrs. Lynette L. Barstow
James a. Baxter, Ph.d.
dr. sheila M. Beardo
Prof. a. Beebe and Ms. s. giudice
Ms. Lisa M. Behmer
Bradley M. Bell, Ph.d.
dr. and Mrs. John L. Berggren
Mr. Paul Viola and Ms. sara Billey
Ms. Bonnie C. Birch
Mr. Matthew d. Blair
Mr. Neil M. Bogue
Mr. Phil r. Bombino
Mr. and Mrs. Michael r. Borden
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Bossert
Mr. gary i. Brown
Prof. Jack r. and Mrs. Judith Brown
Mr. M. e. Brown and Ms. K. renouard
dr. Bror saxberg & Ms. denise Brudevold
Prof. James V. Burke
dr. and Mrs. robert M. Burns
Mr. and Mrs. david h. Bushnell
Mr. and Mrs. Philip L. Carpentier
Mr. and Mrs. terrance J. Carroll
Mr. andrew J. Chan
Mr. andy K.K. Chan
dr. Laura M. Chihara
Mr. eddie Chin
Mr. gregory M. Clark
Mr. John e. Clavadetscher
Mr. and Mrs. deford e. Cochran
Ms. dona M. Costello
Mr. and Mrs. robert e. Coyle
Mr. Jason C. Cross
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Culpepper
Mr. Yun h. davis
Ms. Yosha r. L. delong
Mr. and Mrs. thomas J. dempsey
sien deng, Ph.d.
Mr. samuel devlin
Mr. steven diklich and Ms. Joann Blalock
Mr. and Mrs. James M. dolan
Mr. and Mrs. assen L. dontcheva
Mr. shawn drew

The following is a list of our friends who have contributed to the Department between July 1, 2002, and 
October 25, 2004. Should you notice an error or omission in this list, please draw it to our attention by a 
telephone call or e-mail message to Mike Munz (206-543-1150 or munz@math.washington.edu).

Prof. and Mrs. thomas e. duchamp
dr. Bob a. dumas & Ms. gloria dumas ang
dr. dorothea  and Mr. Mark Wagner
ivar s. ekeland
Mr. and Mrs. John V. eliason
Prof. and Mrs. gary M. erickson
Mr. and Mrs. Keith e. figueroa
Mr. & Mrs. James e. foley
Prof. gerald B. folland
Ms. renee fricke and Mr. shanon Chapman
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph g. frost
dr. Joseph M. gangler
Mr. and Mrs. scott h. garland
dr. and Mrs. Michael J. george
Mr. and Mrs. Leon gilford
Mr. John d. glick
Ms. ahava N. goldwater
Prof. C. robin graham
Mr. and Mrs. John C. grant
Mr. owen r. green
Mr. and Mrs. ira green
Prof. anne greenbaum
Mr. and Mrs. gary g. grimes
Mr. and Mrs. gerlad W. griswold
Mr. and Mrs. James r. guard
Ms. sigrid guardione
Mr. and Mrs. henry B. hanson
Mr. stephen a. harper
Mr. and Mrs. gustav N. harras
Ms. henri J. hartman
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle d. hatfield
Mr. and Ms. harry hayward
Mr. tom hedford
Mr. and Mrs. reynold hioki
Mr. and Mrs. John e. hubbard
Mr. Lloyd Y. inouye
Prof. and Mrs. ronald s. irving
Mr. and Mrs. allen e. Johnson
Mr. Brant Jones
eric halsey and alice Kaderlan
Mr. and Mrs. Brian i. Kanekuni
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Karpen
Ms. aileen C. Kelly
Michael seth Keynes, Ph.d.
Mr. sim  Chee Khian
Ms. Bora Kim
Prof. and Mrs. James r. King
Mr. and Mrs. arthur L. Kitzman
Prof. and Mrs. Victor L. Klee
Venkat P. Krishnan
robert P. Kurshan, Ph.d.
Mr. Victor J. La forest
Mr. Phong N. Le
Prof. John M. Lee & Ms. P. M. Weizenbaum
Mr. and Mrs. James r. Leggett
Ms. Ling K. Leung

dr.  and Mrs. adam B. Levy, Ph.d.
Prof. douglas a. Lind
Mr. Peter Littig
Mr. and Mrs. John r. LLoyd
Mr. and Mrs. richard a. Lodmell
Mr. and Mrs. gerald e. Magner
Mr. stephen L. Mar
Mr. Craig McKibben & Ms. sarah Merner
dr. and Mrs. george d. Mcrae
Mr. and Mrs. Mark V. Milodragovich
Ms. Nanci  Modolo
Ms. Polly Moore
Mr. and Mrs. richard d. Moores
Mr. and Mrs. Boris Mordukhovich
Mr. and Mrs. James a. Morrow, Jr.
Ms. M. Mullikin and Mr. r. eldridge
Prof. and Mrs. isaac Namioka
Ms. Cheryl Nations
Ms. Kathleen e. Naughton
Mr. and Mrs. reginald J. Newbeck
Mr. thomas W. Nicholson
Mr. thomas M. Nims
Mr. theodore r. Normann
Mr. William J. Norton
Mr. and Mrs. gerald a. oberg
Mr. Kenneth r. oien
Krzysztof ostaszewski, Ph.d.
Mr. and Mrs. Chris osting
Mr. Zi-Keh rico Peng
Prof. robert r. and dr. elaine f. Phelps
Mr. and Mrs. Will r. Pirhonen
Prof. tatiana toro & Mr. daniel Pollack
dr. and Mrs. frank h. Pollard
glenn and aileen Pruiksma
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Pruss
Maijian Qian, Ph.d.
Ms. rosalinda ramon
Mr. and Mrs. Willis t. rasmussen
dr. Vaho rebassoo and Ms. Maura o’Neill
dean James e. reinmuth
Mr. and Mrs. Michael a. richer
Mr. and Mrs. John W. roberts
Mr. and Mrs. arnold L. roblan
Ms. augusta t. rockafellar
Prof. r. tyrrell rockafellar
Mr. Paul d. rudnick
david h. salinger, Ph.d.
dr. and Mrs. Burnett h. sams
david and Barbara sando
Mr. and Mrs. donald W. sando
Ms. Paula J. scandone
Mr. and Mrs. Michael e.C. schmidt
Mr. B. Knutson & Ms. M. scott-Knutson
Ms. donna J. seaman
Mr. Mark W. sevonty
Mr. and Mrs. richard a. sheetz

Mr. Chee K.sim
Mr. Marvin Lee sinderman, Jr.
Mr. Jeffrey M. sink
antoinette L. slavich
Mr. eric a. smith
Mr. hart f. smith
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. smith
Mr. and Mrs. robert W. soderberg
Mr. Boris and dr. M.J. solomyak
Ms. Jillian J. sorensen
Mr. and Mrs. Paul h. sorrick
Mr. richard samuel spirtes
otto heinrich spoerl, M.d.
Mr. and Mrs. thomas edward starostka
Mr. and Mrs. Mark L. stewart
Prof. and Mrs. edgar L. stout
Prof. and Mrs. John h. sullivan
Jie sun, Ph.d.
dr. Leonard g. swanson
Mr. James Millington synge
Mr. tinh Quang tang
Mr. Charles egerton and Ms. Lisa tanzi
Mr. Keith a. taylor
Mr. Peter Blossey and Ms. rekha thomas
Mr. ferdinand dario & Ms. Barb thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. todd
Mr. and Mrs. Wing tong
Prof. Paul Yun tseng
Mr. Joel L. tucker
Prof. s. tuncel and dr. K. e. Bornfeldt
dr. N. Vakil and Mrs. f. dehkordi
Mr. and Mrs. alan L. Van Boven
dr. and Mrs. andrew J. h. Vogt
Ms. Lorraine Volpone
Mr. and Mrs. John e. Wade
Ms. Jennifer ann Walters
Mr. Larry Wang
dr. and Mrs. thomas W. Weir
Mr. Peter N. Westhagen
Mr. stephen f. White
Ms. rita a. Widjaja
Mr. Mark rossman & Ms. sabra Wieditz
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph f. Wilcox
Mr. Wilkinson and Mrs. richelle Cook
Mr. and Mrs. gordon i. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. robert d. Williams
Ms. Nancy s. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. richard M. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Wilson
Ms. Nancy ellen Wittenberg
Ms. trina J. Woo
Mr. gerard P. Wright
dr. Yeren xu and Ms. fan Wang
Mr. Michael K. Zimmerman
adobe systems, inc.
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american institute of Mathematics
american Mathematical society
the Boeing Company
Cadence design system, inc.
Customer Marketing group, inc.
ge foundation
goldman sachs Philanthropy fund
hewlett-Packard Company
hewlett-Packard Company foundation
J. grant associates

CorPoratioNs aNd foUNdatioNs Gifts to the Department

each year the Department receives gifts from its alumni and 
friends. these gifts are of immense value to us. they permit 
us to carry on important activities for our students and our 
scholarly work; for instance, they provide money for scholar-
ships, fellowships, and prizes for our students. they help to 
support events like mathday and the reU program. they support 
visits to our Department by distinguished mathematicians from 
around the country and the world. they give the Department 
a much-needed element of flexibility to meet special needs as 
they arise. for these contributions we are truly thankful, and we 
hope to continue enjoying the support of our many alumni and 
friends. if you are thinking of making a gift to the Department, 
or remembering the Department in your will, we invite you to 
discuss the matter with professor selim tuncel, the chair of the 
Department (206-543-1151 or chair@math.washington.edu) or 
with Dondi cupp of the Development office in the college of 
arts and sciences (206-685-6736 or dcupp@u.washington.edu).  
you can also visit our web site http://www.math.washington.edu/  
and click on “giving to math.”

 NeWsLetter staff:  selim tuncel, Chair, chair@math.washington.edu 

  John Palmieri, editor, palmieri@math.washington.edu 

  Mike Munz, support staff, munz@math.washington.edu

Lehman Brothers inc.
Microsoft Corporation
Northrop grumman Corporation
PaCCar foundation
safeCo insurance Company
shell oil  Company foundation
Wells fargo Bank
Wells fargo foundation
xerox foundation

Attention Husky Fans!

tyee program members supporting the University at the 
president’s club level ($2,000 and above) can receive one-
fourth of a tyee point for every $100 given to academic 
programs within the University.  for details regarding tyee 
points, go to the husky homepage http://www.gohuskies.com 
— navigate the site by clicking on “tyee Donor program” 
and then “priority seating opportunities,” or call the tyee 
office at 206-543-2234.

CoNtaCt iNforMatioN
this newsletter is published annually for alumni and friends of mathematics at the University of washington.
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